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The ‘Kingdom in the Sky’ – it’s  
a bold epithet that promises 
magic, freedom and views from 
the heavens. On all of these, 
Lesotho delivers in spades. 

No part of the country is 
below one kilometre above sea 
level. In fact, with its lowest 

point at 1 400 metres above sea 
level it holds the proud badge 
for the country with the highest 
low point in the world.

With such great heights  
come great roads – byways  
that intrepid road trippers 
dream about long before they 

see them: Sani, Moteng, Tlaeng. 
But that’s just one small part of 
the story. Between its famous 
passageways and mighty 
waterways is a country so 
criss-crossed with gravel tracks 
and 4x4 loops that exploring 
them all could take a lifetime. 

You, your 4x4, and the best views in the world
Some take you nowhere and 
others open up worlds that  
defy belief; unique landscapes 
that meld sky and earth, culture 
and history. And they are right 
here, on your doorstep. 

In this guide you’ll find eight 
routes that link up the best of 

them. Some take you to 
thundering waterfalls or secret 
valleys brimming with trout. 
There are isolated campsites  
far from anywhere; mountain 
playgrounds packed with skiing, 
mountain biking and pony 
trekking and, of course, glorious 

roads to get you there – tar, 
gravel and 4x4 routes with maps 
and GPS coordinates to keep 
you on the right track. 

If the great affair is to move, 
then Lesotho is the affair to end 
them all. Start planning your 
next adventure now.

getaway.co.za   3
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Each of these routes have been 
created to take you to some  
of the country’s most exciting 
stops. They are all graded (see 
below) and have a designated 
minimum number of days to 
complete. Give yourself more 
than that so you can spend time 
at each destination and enjoy 
the activities on offer. You can 
also combine or splice routes. 
Destination markers (and times 
to get there) are on the corners 
of each of the maps to help. 

TYSON JOPSON 
has been driving 
and writing 
about Southern 
Africa’s lesser- 

known routes  
for seven years.  

He is an advanced 4x4 driver 
and local route expert and  
has written and photographed 
several on- and off-road guides 
to South Africa and its 
neighbours for Getaway 
magazine.

How to use this guide
WHEN IN DOUBT,  

GET A GUIDE
Travelling in Lesotho can be 
daunting for inexperienced 
travellers. Many areas are 
completely isolated and  
out of network range.  
In addition, booking 

accommodation or tours  
can be tricky. If in doubt, let 
a local expert handle your 

itinerary and bookings.  
I used Malealea Tours,  
who were instrumental  

in helping me find some of 
Lesotho’s lesser-known 

gems. malealeatours.com

ROUTE GRADING Routes are 
graded from 1 – 5. This is not an 
official 4x4 grading system but 
rather an indication of how 
easy each route is to do, and 
what to expect:
Grading 1 Easy. Mostly tar and 
doable in a sedan.
Grading 2 Moderate. Mostly 
gravel but doable in a high-
clearance 2x4 in good 
conditions. A 4x4 is advisable  
for inclement conditions.

Grading 3 Challenging. 4x4 
essential, some off-road 
experience required.
Grading 4 Difficult. 4x4 
essential. Good off-road 
experience required (route 
contains water crossings or 
steep, tricky sections). Convoy 
recommended.
Grading 5 Ambitious. For highly 
experienced 4x4 adventurers 
only. Convoy absolutely 
essential.

WHEN TO GO Lesotho’s 
landscape changes drastically 
with the seasons. Each brings its 
own set of joys and challenges. 
Summers (October to March) 
are green and wet and best for 
outdoor activities but some 
routes at this time of year can be 
a challenge – fast-flowing rivers 
make water crossings difficult 
and rains render some sections 
very slippery. Snow in midwinter 
(June to August) is spectacularly 
fun but some of the high-
altitude passes are prone to 
black ice, which makes driving 
very dangerous. The shoulder 
seasons (April, May, September) 
are best for driving. It’s drier and 
most of the routes are navigable.

BORDER CONTROL South 
African citizens with a valid 
passport can obtain a free 
tourist visa at any of the 14 
borders into Lesotho. Each 
border has its own operating 

times (see maps for times on 
your specific route). Maseru 
Bridge and Maputsoe Bridge are 
open 24 hours. There is a road 
tax of R30 for normal vehicles 
and R60 for heavier vehicles. If 
you’re in a 4x4 SUV (such as a 
Toyota Fortuner) you’ll be in the 
latter bracket. At the time of 
writing no vehicle papers were 
necessary but it’s prudent to 
have yours with you as this can 
change. While not thoroughly 
enforced, South African 
nationals are banned from 
importing alcohol. Rather buy 
your supplies at general dealers 
in Lesotho’s bigger towns and 
support your host economy.

MONEY The Lesotho loti is tied 
to the rand and both currencies 
are accepted everywhere. ATMs 
are in short supply outside of 
Maseru and credit card facilities 
are also rare. Carry cash with 
you at all times. Fill up where 

a checkpoint, be sure to stay 
behind the temporary stop  
sign until you are physically 
summoned to drive forward or 
you will be fined. In inclement 
weather, road conditions can 
detoriate drastically and the 
driving times indicated in this 
guide can easily be doubled. 
Similarly, a good gravel road  
can turn into an impassable 
washout within the space of 
months. Get regular updates 
from the hosts at your 
respective accommodations.  
If you need to ask a local for 
directions, make sure to ask at 
least two or three. There’s a 
general tendency for locals 
to nod, agree and point in a 
direction despite not 
understanding your question  
(a little Sotho goes a long way). 
Expect road closures in poor 
weather and allow yourself time 
for emergency detours.

Need to know

possible. Fuel is cheaper in 
Lesotho (at the time of writing 
about R10 per litre) but there are 
regular shortages. 

DRIVING The speed limit on 
national roads is between 
80km/h and 100km/h. In towns 
it is 50km/h. Police are friendly 
but when encountering  
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Arguably the highlight of a visit 
to Lesotho, the Katse Dam is an 
engineering spectacle. It’s the 
highest dam in Africa and its 
unusual shape, twisting like  
a serpent along the Maloti 
valleys, mean there is a lot of it 
to explore. The easiest way to 
get there from South Africa is 
from Fouriesburg to Ha Lejone 
– it’s tar the entire way, the road 
is in good condition and it 
should take you about two and 

(S28° 56.924’ E28° 49.966’) that 
heads west to Kao Mine for 
roughly 32 kilometres. After  
the mine, however, the road 
becomes increasingly 
challenging: stony descents in 
places and some slick surfaces. 
But there are superb mountain 
views, sweeping switchbacks 
and sections of fast, clean 

a half hours 
(depending on how 
busy things are  
at the Caledonspoort 
border post).

The most exciting 
way to get to Katse, 
though, is on a 
seven-hour tar, gravel 
and 4x4 route that starts on 
Lesotho’s A1 in the north. 

From New Oxbow 
Lodge, a good tar road 
takes you along the 
spectacular Tlaeng 
Pass (take care in 
winter, it can be icy – 
see driving tips on 
next page) towards 
the Letseng Diamond 

Mine. Just before the mine, 
there’s a gravel turn-off  

indicated that this lodge has 
been earmarked for exclusive 
use by the organisation for the 
next phase of the project  
(the plan is to build another  
dam where the Senqu joins  
the Khubelu River to the east).  
This is set to take place from 
March 2018 until the project  
is complete (reportedly 2019). 

From there take the tar road 
over the Katse Dam wall and 
then the A8 up to Ha Makopela 

Katse Dam Loop
NEW OXBOW LODGE TO SANI MOUNTAIN LODGE
GRADING: 3 | DAYS: 2

PIT STOPS
Ha Lejone ATM, 
supplies, fuel

Mokhotlong ATM, 
supplies, fuel

ROAD CONDITIONS 
The tar A1 is in good condition  

(be aware of ice on Tlaeng Pass). 
The gravel road to Kao Mine is 

also in decent nick but you’ll need 
to engage four-wheel drive in 

places. The dirt road from 
Makhangoa to Katse is relatively 
easy-going but there are some 

steep, loose sections and the odd 
eroded washout. The tar road 
from Katse to Ha Makopela is 

decent but potholed in places and 
the track from Ha Makopela past 
Palama is beautiful but tricky in 
sections and varies from stony 

and rutted to relatively smooth.

ROAD TO KAO MINE

gravel. Motebong village  
(S29° 6.267’, E28° 30.197’) is  
a good place to stop, stretch 
your legs, eat and refuel if 
necessary (fuel is only available 
in 20-litre containers at the 
roadside). From Ha Lejone travel 
on the twisty A8 tar to the 
Malibamatso bridge. Turn onto 
a gravel road that heads west 
just before the bridge  
(S29° 10.769, E28° 28.622).  

Continue on the western side 
of the dam on the gravel road  
to Makhangoa Community  
Camp (S29° 16.921’,  
E28° 23.072’). This final section, 
punctuated by stops for 
livestock, should take you less 
than three  hours and you’ll end 
up on the banks of the Bokong 
River, where you can fish for 
trout (bring your own rod) or 
train your binoculars on birds. 

The next day, take the gravel 
road to Katse Village and stop 
off at Orion Katse Lodge  
for a bite. At the time of writing, 
authorities at the Lesotho 
Highlands Water Project 
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STAY HERE 
New Oxbow Lodge  
(S28° 46.264’, E28° 38.401’) has 
basic but comfortable rooms,  
a bar and restaurant. B&B from 
R440 pp sharing. 051-933-2247
Makhangoa Community 
Camp (S29° 16.909’,  
E28° 23.035’) comprises four 
bungalows overlooking  
a trout- and yellowfish-rich 
oxbow on the Bokong River 
(bring your own rod). From 
R500 pp for a group of eight 
people. 033-342-2793
Sani Mountain Lodge  
(S29° 39.742’, E29° 27.374’)  
has budget self-catering 
accommodation and  
a campsite but guests can  
still eat at the cosy restaurant 
(well worth it after a long day 
of driving). Self-catering rooms 

where you’ll need to get onto  
a dirt road that heads north-
east out of town (S29° 13.467’,  
E28° 33.332’) along the 
Matsoku River. This track 
crosses the Matsoku River 
(S29° 10.631’, E28° 38.177’) and 
then winds back and forth 
across the mountainsides. At 
an intersection (S29 °15.171’,  
E28° 51.183’), take a left 
towards Mokhotlong. Of all the 
drives around Katse, this is the 
most beautiful, largely devoid 
of people. As the topography 
flattens, you’ll join up with the 
tar A1, which takes you to 
Mokhotlong, before heading 
down the A14 along the 
Kotisepholo Pass. Look out for 
Thabana Ntlenyane on your 
left – the highest mountain in 
Southern Africa – before 
pulling in at Sani Mountain 
Lodge. It takes about seven 
hours to do this section from 
Makhangoa, which includes 
stopping for a dam-wall tour.

from R230 pp sharing and 
camping from R90 pp.  
033-702-0330

ACTIVITIES 
Take a community-run boat 
trip on the Katse Dam, which 
gets you close to the massive 
dam wall and offers a great 
perspective. R660 for the boat, 
for 45 minutes (takes 28 
people). Book at Orion Katse 
Lodge. +266-229-10202 
Walk the Katse Dam wall,  
where  a short presentation 
before the tour gives insight 
into the scale of the project and 
throws up some mind-blowing 
facts. R30 pp. +266-229-10202 
Visit the Katse Alpine 
Botanical Garden in Katse 
Village, with the most 
incredible collection of 
succulents, including the spiral 
aloe, Lesotho’s national plant. 
R30 pp. +266-229-10315 
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DRIVING TIPS
Black ice is a regular 
feature on Lesotho’s 

roads. It’s most likely to 
occur on high mountain 
passes such as Tlaeng 

and Kotisepholo. 
Consider using snow 
chains if travelling in 
peak winter. Drive in  
4L and engage DAC 

(downhill assist 
control) to avoid 

braking, which can 
send you into a slide.

A3

A25
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There’s an off-the-beaten-track 
loop in Lesotho’s grand north 
that combines the quiet 
isolation of the Maloti 
Mountains with some fun 4x4 
driving. Adding to the already 
spectacular drive along the 
country’s now-tarred A1 makes 
for an epic three-day (or more) 
road trip. It’s possible to get to 
the first overnight stop from 
Clarens in SA, but if you start off 

and past glistening straw huts 
with smoke rising from their 
chimneys before descending  
to the river to cross it one more 
time (S28° 58.896’, E28° 55.437) 
to reach the campsite on the 
other side. The following day, 
track back along the 4x4 route  
to Maloraneng Chalets, from 
where you’ll follow the Khubelu 
River in the opposite direction 
all the way back down to the tar 
A1 (S29° 13.228’, E28° 54.253’). 
There are many river crossings 
on this route and it’s best done 
in winter when the water is at its 
lowest. The riverbeds are rocky 
but relatively consistent, with  
a few deep patches. You’ll climb 

a little closer, at Afriski 
Mountain Lodge, you 
can enjoy a host of 
winter or summer 
activities, its 
mountain chalets, 
cosy bar and dining area before 
heading up to the stark 
northern peaks and quiet 
valleys. It’s about 30 kilometres 
from Afriski Mountain Resort to 
the Letseng Diamond Mine 
(S28° 59.750’ E28° 51.438’) on 
the tarred A1. Soon after the 
mine, look out for a sign that 
reads ‘Maloraneng Chalets  
& Camp Site – 9km’ and turn  
left onto the gravel road  
(S29° 1.360’, E28° 51.392’).  
It’s an easy half-hour drive to 
Maloraneng village and, just 
past it, Maloraneng Chalets, also 
known as ‘Chalets in the Sky’. 
The thatched rondavels are 
remote, simple and beautiful. 
There are six self-catering 

chalets that sleep  
two comfortably  
(a sleeper couch  
can be folded out  
for two children or  
an extra adult).  

A generator provides power and 
there are gas stoves and fridges. 
The campsite, about an hour’s 
drive away, on a bend on the 
Khubelu River rich in yellowfish 
and trout in the summer is even 
better. But access is seasonal 
(when the river is low enough  
to cross) and by 4x4 only. To  
get there from Maloraneng 
Chalets, drive back past the 
village and cross a small 
Khubelu tributary (S29° 0.496’, 
E28° 55.744’) and get onto a 4x4 
track that cuts its way along the 
mountainside before crossing 
the Khubelu River (S28° 59.808’, 
E28° 56.047’). The route tracks 
the Khubelu north, towards its 
source, along high rocky slopes 

a little confusing. Luckily you’ll 
have the Khubelu River in sight 
for most of it, so keep following 
it south. If you’re not confident, 
ask for the direction to 
Mapholaneng (it’s always better 
to ask more than one person), 
which is just west of where you’ll 
exit on the A1. The drive from 
the campsite to the A1 takes 
about six hours at an easy pace. 
Thereafter you’ll cruise over  
the Senqu River and down to 
Mokhotlong where an ATM,  
fuel and supplies are available.  

MOTENG PASS

THE HIGH ROAD ABOVE THE KHUBELU RIVER

The Khubelu River Meander
AFRISKI MOUNTAIN RESORT TO SANI MOUNTAIN LODGE
GRADING: 4 | DAYS: 3

PIT STOPS
Mokhotlong: ATM, 

supplies, fuel

ROAD CONDITIONS
The tar A1 and A14 are  

in very good condition, but if 
you’re driving in winter look  

out for black ice on the passes – 
especially on Tlaeng and 

Kotisephala. The gravel sections 
are mostly good.

and descend a slew of 
splendidly unkempt mountain 
roads, past herdboys and 
dawdling cows, over rocks that 
crunch and tumble to the earth 
below. Small villages dot the 
route, with ‘roads’ that fork out 
in every direction, and it can get 
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DRIVING TIPS

Always get out of your 
vehicle and check a river’s 
depth before crossing. You 

can use a stick but it’s best to 
take off your shoes and walk 
in to check the depth at the 

centre. This way you can also 
check for holes or large 

rocks that may impede your 
progress. Select second gear 

and low range and aim for  
a point on the opposite bank 
on a line you know is free of 

obstacles and proceed 
slowly and steadily.  

GETAWAY 4X4 GUIDE TO LESOTHO

STAY HERE
Afriski Mountain Resort  
(S28° 49.354’, E28° 43.684’). 
From R420 pp sharing in a lodge 
(sleeps two). +266-595-44734
Maloraneng Chalets  
and Campsite (S28° 58.827’, 
E28° 55.522’) Chalets from  
R300 pp; campsite R100 pp.  
063-512-3016 
Sani Mountain Lodge  
(S29° 35.072’, E29° 17.301’).  
DBB from R1 348 pp sharing. 
+266-530-98674

From Mokhotlong, take the  
A14 south towards Sani 
Mountain Lodge, winding  
down the scenic Kotisephala 
Pass. Look out for Thabana 
Ntlenyana, Southern Africa’s 
highest peak and the highest 
south of Kilimanjaro, on  
your left as you descend  
to Sani Mountain Lodge’s 
magnificent rondavels, perched 
at the top of Sani Pass. Book 
dinner and cosy up in the bar  
for a drink. 

AFRISKI MOUNTAIN RESORT

ROAD TO MALORANENG

A1

GET

TING DIRECTIONS

ACTIVITIES
Skiing at Afriski Mountain 
Lodge is from R450 pp for  
a day pass and R395 pp for  
gear rental. If you’re there in 
summer, downhill mountain 
biking costs R150 pp, which 
includes a day pass for the ski 
lift. It also offers bumboarding 
for those not keen on heights.  
+266-595-44734
Fishing at Maloraneng is 
included in the camping price 
but you need your own gear.

Hiking and cycling at Sani  
Mountain Lodge is exciting. Take 
a guided day hike to Thabana 
Ntlenyana for R500 for two or 
explore the area on your own 
bike. +266-530-98674 

ROUTE (TAR)

4X4 ONLY

GRAVEL

To Himeville 
(2½ hours)

To Butha-Bethe 
(1 hour)
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Ts’ehlanyane National Park is  
a marvellous high-altitude park 
with some excellent floral 
rarities and a real highlight for 
nature lovers. It is home to one 
of the country’s last remaining 
indigenous woodlands, rare 
mountain fynbos that’s found 
nowhere else on the planet and 
berg bamboo that grows on the 
banks of the streams that pour 

down from the Maloti 
Mountains. You can 
hike, ride a horse, 
enjoy one of the 4x4 
routes (these are just 
outside the park) or 
relax and birdwatch 
from the deck at 
Maliba Lodge, set high above 
the Hlotse River with a view into 
the heart of the park and the 

towering Malotis  
in the distance.

This route to the 
park is for nature 
lovers with a sense of 
adventure and takes 
you along a lesser-
seen side of an 

equally impressive park: Golden 
Gate Highlands National Park.  
It starts and ends at Glen 

Reenen Rest Camp in South 
Africa (try to spend a day here 
on either end of the trip, there’s 
much to do) but you can use 
Clarens as a starting point too. 
The first day takes you along the 
wonderfully winding Lichens 
Pass and then along the 
outskirts of Phuthaditjhaba up 
the steep Monantsa Pass to  
the South African border post  
(S28° 34.938’, E28° 41.935’). It’s  
a big climb and then descent  
to the Lesotho border post (no 

ROAD FROM MONANTSA

HORSE RIDING IN TS’EHLANYANE

The Golden Way to Ts’ehlanyane
GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL PARK TO GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL PARK
GRADING: 2 | DAYS: 2

PIT STOPS
Clarens ATM, 
supplies, fuel

Butha-Buthe ATM, 
supplies, fuel

ROAD CONDITIONS
The road from Golden Gate to 

the Monantsa border post is tar 
and Monantsa Pass is concrete 

(take care over the speed humps, 
they’re huge). The gravel from 
Monantsa to the A1 is a mix of 
decent easy-going gravel and 

worn rocky sections with 
substantial step-ups in places, 

but is still doable in a high-
clearance vehicle. The road from 
Butha-Buthe to Ts’ehlanyane is 

tar and in good condition.

more than a single container  
at the roadside) but the pass is 
concrete so it’s easy going. From 
there it’s about four hours on 
gravel along the Caledon River. 
While interesting in places (it can 
be quite lovely in spring when 
the peach trees blossom) it can 
feel like a bit of a slog at times. 
Keep a lookout for wildlife on 
the opposite banks of the river. 
You’ll finally emerge on the tar 
A1 (S28° 42.255’, E28° 21.538’) 
about 15 kilometres east of 

Butha-Buthe. From Butha-
Buthe it’s about five kilometres 
to the turn-off to Ts’ehlanyane 
(S28° 47.940’, E28° 12.794’) and 
then a 45-minute drive along 
sweeping tar roads to the 
entrance to the park (it costs 
R40 pp and R10 per vehicle  
to enter). There are three 
accommodation options in the 
park – a campsite, the self-
catering Maliba River Lodge and 
the gorgeous five-star Maliba 
Mountain Lodge, which has 

HIKING TRAIL TO BLACK POOL
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large, elegantly appointed 
rooms each with their own 
fireplace, lounge area and 
private viewing deck. With 
much on offer, you can easily 
spend a few days here. The 
hiking is excellent, horse rides 
through the wilderness provide 
a special way to see the fauna 
(look out for Cape clawless 
otters along the riverbeds)  
and flora, and there are seven 
different 4x4 routes of varying 
difficulties to try.

To return to South Africa, take 
the tar road back to Butha-

MALIBA LODGE

STAY HERE
Glen Reenen Rest Camp  
(S28° 30.398’, E28° 37.056’) is set 
at the foot of a large sandstone 
buttress and has self-catering 
rondavels and a campsite. 
Rondavels from R810 for two 
people and camping from  
R215 for two people. Excludes  
R44 pp conservation fee. 
+2758-255-1000
Maliba Lodge (S28° 54.886’,  
E28° 26.237’) provides a 
great-value five-star experience 
at its Mountain Lodge, while the 
River Lodge is a more affordable 

Buthe and then head to 
Fouriesburg via the 
Caledonspoort border post. 
From Fouriesburg it’s an easy 
dash along the R711 to Clarens 
and then the R712 back into 
Golden Gate. This return leg 
takes about two-and-a-half 
hours and is all on tar, which 
makes it possible to do a version 
of this trip in a sedan (you’ll just 
enter and exit Lesotho via 
Caledonspoort instead of doing 
the loop through Monantsa) or  
if you’re simply looking to spend 
less time on the road.
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MONANTSA
(8AM-4PM)

CALEDONSPOORT
(6AM-10PM)

Phuthaditjhaba

Glen Reenen 
Rest Camp

Fouriesburg

Hlotse

Butha-Buthe

Maliba 
Mountain 

Lodge

Afriski Mountain Resort

Ts’ehlanyane 
Campsite

Clarens

Ts’ehlanyane 
National Park

Golden Gate 
Highlands 

National Park

1

2

1 LICHENS PASS

MONANTSA PASS

A1

A1

A1

R711

R712

R57

R57

To Mokhotlong 
(2½ hours)

To 
Harrismith

(30 min)

Caledon 
River

Caledon 
River

To Maseru (1½ hours)

2

RED-COLLARED WIDOW
BIRD

self-catering option. Mountain 
Lodge from R1 995 pp sharing 
(includes all meals and some 
activities). River Lodge from 
R415 pp (sleeps eight).  
+2731-702-8971
Ts’ehlanyane Campsite is at 
the picnic site near the entrance 
of the park. From R100 pp
+266-2231-3034

ACTIVITIES
Ride a horse in Ts’ehlanyane. 
You can do a two-hour trail or  
a longer half-day ride up into the 
valley. From R400 pp for five to 
six people. +2731-702-8971
Drive the Maliba 4x4 routes, 
which range from short 

half-day dawdles to longer 
challenging outings. The  
routes are free for guests 
staying at Maliba and drivers 
are provided with information 
sheets (with GPS coordinates) 
with details of the routes. 
+2731-702-8971 

DRIVING TIPS
Know the approach, break-over, 

and departure angles of your 
vehicle (you’ll find these in  
your driver’s manual). It’s 

important for obstacles with 
sudden gradient changes and 

will change the way you 
approach tricky sections, steep 
inclines and tracks with large 

variances in depression.
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Sehlabathebe National Park is 
one of just three national parks 
in Lesotho. Located in an 
eastern crook, where the Maloti 
Mountains greet the sunrise, it  
is a compact wilderness where 
Cape vultures soar and jackals 
scavenge in afternoon shadows. 
Getting there from South Africa 
is easy – a gravel road from the 
Ramatseliso’s Gate border post 
(S30° 2.989’, E28° 56.042’) takes 
you north along large, looming 
Drakensberg peaks and small 
settlements. But the adventure 

power, cell reception or 
ablutions – but it marks the start 
of Matabeng Pass. This is the 
route to Sehlabathebe for those 
who want to test their 4x4s, and 
their mettle (see page 29). Keep 
right at the junction and you’ll 
be on one of Lesotho’s 
ever-increasing enigmas –  
a new, just-graded, unmapped, 
gravel road. Heading south with 
the Senqu River on your right 
and the western slopes of the 
Drakensberg on your left, the 
road climbs and twists upwards. 
There are some loose rocky 
sections, small bridges (some 
were already in danger of 

is getting there from 
the west, from the 
town of Thaba-Tseka.
It’s a full day of 
off-road driving 
(allow at least seven 
hours). Towards the 
end of a gravel road 
from Thaba-Tseka to 
Taung is where you’ll first meet, 
and cross (via a bridge), the 
Senqu River – South Africa’s 
life-giving artery, the Orange 
River. The road from Taung 
tracks the river south, high 

above magnificent 
horseshoe bends.
This road continues 
past the village  
of Sehonghong  
(S29° 43.702’  
E28° 46.385’)  
and then reaches  
a junction  

(S29° 48.475’ E28° 49.194’) 
where a decision must be made. 
Keep left and you’re soon at Bob 
Phillips Camp. It’s no more than 
a patch of land next to the 
Matabeng River – there is no 

washing out at the time of 
travelling) and steep descents, 
but it’s staying on the track itself 
that is the biggest challenge – 
village roads shoot off in both 
directions, unmarked and 
unnamed. When in doubt, keep 
heading south-east and aim for 
the cell tower (S29° 55.494’  
E28° 43.862’), which marks the 
start of the descent to St Francis 
Mission. The navigation from 
here gets easier, although some 
of the descents are steep 
enough to warrant low range. 
It’s a magnificent drive though, 
and you’ll pass herdboys and 
smoke-wisped huts before 

SNOW ON THE MALOTI MOUNTAINS

The secret road to Sehlabathebe
THABA-TSEKA TO SEHLABATHEBE NATIONAL PARK
GRADING: 3 | DAYS: 1

PIT STOPS
Thaba-Tseka fuel, 

ATM, basic supplies
Taung basic supplies
Sehonghong basic 

supplies

ROAD CONDITIONS
The roads on this route are all 

gravel and graded but in varying 
states of disrepair. The track from 
Thaba-Tseka to Taung is severely 
worn and large dongas are part  
of the package. Conditions are  

a bit better from Taung to 
Sehonghong. Matabeng Pass is 
very tricky and for experienced 

4x4 drivers only (go in convoy and 
avoid if it’s wet). The ‘new’ road 

from Bob Phillips Camp to  
St Francis Mission is relatively 
good, and east from there to 

Sehlabathebe is well-graded but 
rocky and steep in sections.
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STAY HERE
Motherland Guesthouse, 
Thaba-Tseka (S29° 30.779’,  
E28° 36.270’) has neat rooms,  
a restaurant and bar. From  
R350 pp sharing B&B.  
+266-6304-0404
Bob Phillips Camp  
(S29° 48.542’, E28° 49.526’)  
costs from R25 pp, payable to 
Johannes Motlatsi on arrival. 
+266-5655-6174
Sehlabathebe Lodge and 
Campsite (S29° 52.204’,  
E29° 4.057’) has rondavels from 
R280 pp sharing and camping 
from R100 pp (prices subject to 
change). +266-2231-2427

Senqu  
River

Tsoelike 
River

To Matatiele 
(1½ hours)

To Matatiele 
(1 hour)

To Semonkong 
(3 hours)

To Mokhotlong 
(3 hours)

To Maseru 
(6 hours)

LESOTHO

1 MATABENG PASS

crossing the Tsoelike River and 
taking the gravel road east past 
Ramatseliso’s Gate and on to 
Sehlabathebe. There are two 
accommodation options –  
a ramshackle campsite  
next to the ruins of the old 
Sehlabathebe Lodge (S29° 
52.128’ E29° 06.977’) and the 
just-built Sehlabathebe Lodge  
(S29° 52.700’ E29° 04.532’) 
about 2.5 kilometres from the 
park’s incongruously grand 
reception area. At the time of 
writing, the lodge rondavels did 
not yet have water or electricity 
but reports are it will be fully 
operational by January 2018. 
The new accommodation is neat 
and will be worth a stay when 
fully serviced. However,  
given the park’s history of 
mismanagement it’s not 
something you can count on. 
Still, Sehlabathebe is worth  
a visit for hiking and bird 
watching alone and there is 
accommodation just outside  
the park if things at its lodgings 
remain problematic. SEHLABATHEBE WILDLIFE

GETTING DIRECTIONS TO ST FRANCIS MISSION

DRIVING TIPS
Steep descents can be tricky if 
not approached properly. Slow 

down with the engine rather 
than the brakes to avoid locking 

the wheels. Select a low gear, 
take your foot off the clutch and 
only feather the brakes lightly  
if neccesary. If your vehicle is 

fitted with DAC (downhill  
assist control), engage that.

Thamatu Lodge, Thamatu 
Village (S29° 50.979’  
E29° 03.832’) is about  
20 minutes from Sehlabathebe. 
From R200 pp and R100 per day 
service fee. 082-412-5540

ACTIVITIES
Horse riding in Sehlabathebe 
is from R150 pp and R30 pp 
conservation fee. Book at 
reception.
Hike to the beautiful waterfall 
on the Tsoelikane River. R30 pp 
conservation fee. Payable at 
reception.  

RAMATSELISO’S GATE
(8AM-4PM)

QACHA’S NEK
(6AM-10PM)

Sehonghong

Taung

Thaba-Tseka

Motherland 
Guest House

St Francis 
Mission

Bob Phillips Camp

Campsite

Sehlabathebe 
National Park

A4

A3

1

SOUTH 
AFRICA

SE
H

LA
BATHEBE LODGE

THE ROAD TO SEHONGHONG

ROUTE (TAR)

4X4 ONLY

GRAVEL

Thamatu 
Lodge

Sehlabathebe 
Lodge
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It might be Katse’s little brother, 
but that doesn’t make Lesotho’s 
Mohale Dam any less exciting.  
In fact, because of its relative 
obscurity, navigating the solitary 
gravel track around the dam is 
suited to the particularly 
intrepid off-roader (read: there 
is a small chance you’ll get a bit 
lost). Built on the Senqunyane 
River, this is the second of four 
dams (two are still planned) in 
the Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project and is connected to 
Katse by a gravity-fed tunnel. 
The areas around it are still 

gravel road) and continue past 
goats and cows on a string of 
service roads that wind back  
on one another while the dam 
disappears and comes into view 
on every other bend. At one  
of these bends (S29° 23.967,  
E28° 6.473) you’ll need to turn 
right and take the bridge over 
the dam and head back to the 
Mohale Dam visitors centre 
(don’t be confused by the bridge 
you see ahead of you at the 
junction – that leads to a village 
and not much else) for a tour  
of the dam wall. The loop takes 
about three hours and then you 
can either stay at Mohale Dam 
Lodge, which overlooks the 
water, or head back down the 
A3 to Molengoane Lodge to 
shorten the driving time the 
following day.

On the western boundary  
of Molengoane Lodge a gravel 
turn-off (S29° 24.228’  
E27° 46.941’) takes you to the  
Ha Baroana Rock Art Centre  
(S29° 21.769’ E27° 47.259’) 
where you can do a short hike 

pretty undeveloped, 
which means it’s best 
done as a day trip from 
Maseru. Even better is 
to use it to take in 
some of Lesotho’s 
geological and 
anthropological 
highlights.

It’s a beautiful, easy 
hour-long drive from 
the capital to the dam 
along a magnificent tar road 
that climbs no fewer than three 
mountain passes along the way, 
each a little more scenic than 

the one before. At the 
end of the last one, 
Blue Mountain Pass,  
a gravel turn-off  
(S29° 28.678’  
E28° 2.871’) takes you 
over a small offshoot 
of the dam and then 
along its western 
inclines. From the 
turn-off it’s about  
23 kilometres to a fork 

(S29° 23.424, E28° 2.096) where 
you’ll need to keep right (left 
takes you back to the top of  
Blue Mountain Pass via another 

down to a string of caves along 
the Lipereng River where  
3 000-year-old rock paintings  
of eland and shamans dot the 
cavern walls. On the other side 
of this river (you’ll need to take 
the A3 back towards Maseru 
and then the turn-off at 
Makhalanye – S29° 24.658’  
E27° 37.182’) is Thaba Bosiu, the 
most famous peak in Lesotho.  
It is where Chief Moshoeshoe 
first set up a stronghold for  
the Basotho people in the 19th 
century in the wars against  
the Ndebele. It became an 
impenetrable mount for several 
skirmishes after that and is 

Mohale Dam Loop
MASERU TO FICKSBURG
GRADING: 2 | DAYS: 2

PIT STOPS
Maseru fuel,  

ATM, supplies
Teyateyaneng 

fuel, ATM, 
supplies

Peka fuel,  
ATM, supplies

ROAD CONDITIONS 
Aside from the gravel road 

around the Mohale Dam and the 
short drive to Baroana, this route 
is mainly tar and easily doable in 

 a high-clearance 2x4 when it’s dry 
(it’s possible in a sedan too, but 

will be slow-going in sections and 
there is risk of damaging your 
vehicle). There are a few steep 

sections where engaging 
four-wheel drive is prudent but 

not necessary. The short descent 
from the parking lot at Kome 

Caves to the visitors centre is 4x4 
only and those without will need 

to walk (about 20 minutes).
MOHALE DAM

THABA BOSIU VISITOR’S CENTRE
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DRIVING TIPS
Look as far ahead as possible on 

Lesotho’s mountain passes. 
Local minibus taxis tend to 

‘straighten out’ the bends which 
means they’re often on the 

wrong side of the road. Keep as 
far to the inside of the road on 

blind rises too.

STAY HERE
Black Swan Guest House, 
Maseru (S29° 19.510’ E27° 
28.693’) is just off the slip road 
from the Maseru Bridge border 
post, so you’ll avoid (most of) 
the city traffic. Rooms are clean 
and there is Wi-Fi. B&B from 
R650 pp. +266-2231-7700
Mohale Lodge (S29° 28.708’ 
E28° 3.705’) is a large hotel with 
great views of the dam, but it’s 
often completely empty and you 
might feel a little like the Lonely 
Boy King at dinner. From R750pp 
sharing B&B. +266-2293-6134

Molengoane Lodge  
(S29° 24.229’ E27° 46.974) is 
cosy with friendly staff and a 
great menu. B&B from R450 pp 
sharing. +266-2234-7766

ACTIVITIES
Take a tour of the Mohale 
Dam wall, which includes  
a short video of its construction,  
a walk along the wall and an 
outline of the Lesotho Highlands 
Water Project. Tours from  
R30 pp. +266-6213-0000
See rock art at the Ha Baroana 
caves. It’s an easy 15-minute 

where the Basotho held off  
Free State commandos in 1858. 
It was never taken and remains 
a symbol of pride for the nation. 
Indeed, you’ll notice a striking 
resemblance between the spire 
on the north of the plateau and 
the traditional hats worn by 
Basotho people.

After Thaba Bosiu the road 
turns to gravel for a short 
stretch and then back to tar as 
you continue north to another 
significant Basotho site – the 
Kome Cave Dwellings. The 
fascinating caves are still home 
to generations of Basia and 
Bataung people who built their 
homes into the walls of these 
caves more than 200 years ago. 

From here it’s less than  
two hours of tar road via 
Teyateyaneng to the Peka Bridge 
border post (S28° 56.628’,  
E27° 44.042’) and then on to 
Ficksburg. All in all it’s an easy 
day’s drive from either Mohale 
or Molengoane to Ficksburg but 
allow at least five or six hours to 
do the route if you’re visiting the 
cultural highlights. 

KOME CAVE DWELLINGS guided hike from the visitors 
centre. From R20 pp. 
+266-5902-8241
Take a tour of Thaba 
Bosiu, which starts at 
the Thaba Bosiu 
Cultural Centre and 
includes a short history 
and guided walk to the 
plateau. From R60 pp. 
+266-2700-0605
Explore the Kome Cave 
Dwellings with wonderful 
guide Francis Masheane. 
From R43. No contact 
number but arrive between 
9am and 3pm and he 
guarantees a tour.

To Thaba-Tseka 
(3½ hours)

Mohale 
Dam

Senqunyane 
River

Makhaleng 
River

Phuthiatsana River

Caledon 
River

To Semonkong 
(2½ hours)

To Mafeteng  
(1 hour)

To Butha-Buthe 
(30 min)

MAPUTSOA BRIDGE
(24 HOURS)

PEKA BRIDGE
(8AM-4PM)

MASERU BRIDGE
(24 HOURS)

Ficksburg

Teyateyaneng

Maseru

Mazenod

Molengoane 
Lodge

Patiseng

Mohale Dam 
Lodge Visitors 

centre

Ha Baroana 
rock paintings

Thaba Bosiu 
Cultural Centre Thaba 

Bosiu

Kome Cave 
Dwellings

Roma

Black Swan 
Guest House

Peka

Hlotse

3
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1 BUSHMEN’S PASS

GOD HELP ME PASS

BLUE MOUNTAIN PASS
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A1

A2

A5

A3
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Sani Pass
GRADING: 3
START: SA BORDER POST (S29 36’11” E29 20’21”)
END: LESOTHO BORDER POST (S29 35’04” E29 17’08”)

pass its fearsome reputation. 
But it’s more bark than bite – 
with good weather and a steady 
pace, it’s easily doable in a 2x4 
high-clearance vehicle. 

DRIVING
Allow at least two hours for the 
19 kilometres – more if you plan 
to stop at viewpoints. Driving 
Sani Pass is easiest from August 
to October when it’s not wet. 
The road is very narrow in 
places and upcoming traffic has 
right of way, so look out for 
oncoming vehicles. 

USEFUL INFO
The South African and Lesotho 
border posts are open from 
6am to 6pm. There is a R30 road 
tax (R60 for heavier 4x4 vehicles) 
for South African-registered 
vehicles at the Lesotho border 
post. At the time of writing, no 
vehicle papers were required 
but it’s advisable to have them 
anyway as this could change. 
Call Southern Drakensberg 
Tourism ahead of time to check 
on conditions before attempting 
the pass. 033-701-1471 

It’s the apogee of gravel 
mountain passes in Southern 
Africa with just the right mix of 
feasibility and treachery to make 
it exciting. The length of Sani 
Pass is somewhat disputed. 
Most consider it to be the entire 
19 kilometres between the ruins 
of the Good Hope Trading Post 
(1 566 metres) in South Africa  
to the summit of Sani Pass  
(2 873 metres) in Lesotho. For  
a select few it’s reserved to the 
final eight kilometres, where 
hairpin corners, iced rivulets 
and steep gradients give this 
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TRAFFIC ON THE PASS

Matabeng Pass

Matabeng Pass – also 
affectionately known as ‘Sani’s 
Oupa’ – is a pass time forgot. 
And by time I mean Lesotho’s 
roads authority. The once-
graded gravel pass that links 
Sehonghong to Sehlabathebe 
gets little attention and, as  
a result, is one of the country’s 
most challenging 4x4 routes. It’s 
32 kilometres from the turn-off 
just south of Sehlabathebe 
National Park (GPS coordinates 
above), over the south-eastern 
finger of the Drakensberg, to the 
base on the other side at Bob 

Phillips Camp. Its highest point  
is 2 940 metres – you’ll see the 
cellphone tower for reference 
(S29° 52.607’, E28° 58.268’) and 
wonder how the heck it got up 
there. Matabeng is higher than 
Sani Pass and, because of the 
road condition, a lot more 
challenging. Of course, that  
also makes it a lot more fun.

DRIVING
Allow at least three hours from 
base to base and be prepared to 

GRADING: 4
START: BOB PHILLIPS CAMP (S29° 48.542’, E28° 49.526’)
END: MATABENG TURN-OFF (S29° 53.933’ E29° 03.030’)

do some road building and 
boulder moving. The pass is 
prone to rock falls and badly 
emaciated in places with steep 
drop-offs near the crest. Avoid 
driving it in winter when there  
is snow (unless you have 
experience in driving with  
snow chains) and when it is  
wet – certain sections become 
very slippery. Four-wheel  
drive is essential and I’d even 
recommend using low range 
throughout, as this will lessen 
the chances of you slipping  
as you get to the steeper bits 
near the top. 
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Baboons Pass
GRADING: 5
START: OPPOSITE MALUTI STAY (S29° 39.774’ E27° 48.348’)
END: ON TAR A5 (S29° 44.769 E27° 56.809)

‘A vehicle can’t drive here. It’s 
not possible.’

Then you start packing a few 
rocks, change your line, pack 
more rocks, and get through. 
Then, around the next corner,  
it gets worse. Indeed, Baboons 
may only be about 25 kays long, 
but it’s a true test of character. 
Be prepared to spend a night on 
the side of the road – and always 
drive the pass in convoy. 

DRIVING
You’ll need a 4x4 with a transfer 
gearbox, plenty of ground 
clearance, at least a rear-locking 
differential and a good stash  
of recovery gear. Underbody 
protection is also recommended, 
as is replacing those fashionable 
side steps with hardy rock 
sliders. Climbing to 2 700 metres 
above sea level, the thin air robs 
naturally aspirated engines of 
plenty of horsepower, so 
keeping the weight as low  
as possible is key. In adverse 
weather conditions, which  

can include snow, it’s best  
to steer well clear of  

the pass. 

Baboons Pass was once 
considered the most challenging 
4x4 trail in Southern Africa. 
Although there are now even 
more difficult trails, Baboons is 
still a big bucket-list test.

The pass, which was built 
some 15 years ago, eases you 
into a false sense of bravado. 
The first few kilometres can be 
challenging, but not exactly 
tough. It soon gets worse. Much 
worse. So much so that you’’ll 
inevitably stop and proclaim,  
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Ongeluksnek Pass
GRADING: 4
START: LAKE LETSIE (S30° 18.935’, E28° 10.341’)
END: SA BORDER POST (S30° 20.583’, E28° 18.676’)

At the top, in Lesotho, Lake 
Letsie appears as if out of 
nowhere, a body of shimmering 
water ringed by grasslands that 
are home to wild horses and 
prolific birdlife. At the bottom, 
and bisected by the pass, is the 
Ongeluksnek Nature Reserve, 
with rolling green hills and 
valleys as far as the eye can see.

DRIVING
Allow at least two-and-a-half 
hours to complete this pass and 

don’t drive in the wet. From Lake 
Letsie, the pass descends very 
steeply at first as its crests the 
plateau. There are one or two 
tight switchbacks before the 
descent opens out a little more. 
The bottom half of the pass is 
flatter, but severely rutted so 
there are a lot of axle twisters 
and it takes just as long to drive 
as the steeper section.

USEFUL INFO
There is only a South African 
border post on this pass so you’ll 
only get one stamp (you may 
need to explain this to an offical 
if you’re re-entering or exiting at 
another border post). It’s open 
from 8am to 4pm so give 
yourself enough time when 
descending to make it through. 

If you’re looking for a pass that 
tops Sani but doesn’t require the 
intestinal fortitude of something 
like Baboons Pass (see page 30), 
then look no further than 
Ongeluksnek. It’s tricky but not 
treacherous (in the dry at least) 
and comes with a rather large 
side order of beauty: each end 
of this pass is a natural wonder. 
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In the south of Lesotho, grand 
rivers converge and swirl and,  
in the right season, pitch off  
high plateaus to continue their 
journeys below. This route will 
take you to two of them – 
Maletsunyane and Botsoela 
falls. Both are close to two of the 
country’s most exciting lodges 
too – and there’s plenty to do  
at each.

‘fuel station’ (it’s just a single 
pump beside a tank) and over 
the low-level bridge on the 
Maletsunyane River to 
Semonkong Lodge. From there, 
you can do a variety of 4x4 
drives in the area (half- to 
full-day, easy to extreme) with 
maps and directions provided 
by the lodge. For those who 
want to give their wheels  
a break, there’s also pony 
trekking, fly fishing and hiking, 
but a must-do is a drive to 
spectacular Maletsunyane  
Falls (S29° 52.111’, E28° 3.099’), 
which is 30 minutes up a 4x4 
track (S29° 49.575’ E28° 2.136’) 
that diverges from the A5 a few 
kilometres west of Semonkong.

From Semonkong, take the  
A5 north-west to Ramabanta 
Trading Post. There is 
accommodation for those who 
want to turn this into a three-
day route, but it’s a great lunch 
stop regardless (call ahead to 
make sure the kitchen is open) 
with wonderful views over the 
Makhaleng valley. 

The first, Semonkong Lodge, 
is an easy drive on tar – much of 
it along the Senqu River – from 
the Qacha’s Nek border post. 
From the border, 
take the A4 to Mount 
Moorosi and then 
turn right (S30° 3.108’  
E28° 17.041’) at 
Seforong. This road 
was recently tarred 

and has cut the trip from the 
border down significantly so  
the driving time from the border 
to the town of Semonkong will 

be about four hours 
at most. 

Take the first left 
as you enter the 
town (S29° 50.476’  
E28° 3.200’) and then 
continue right at the 

Further along the A5, the fun 
starts – a small gravel road splits 
off the main drag (S29° 34.499 
E27° 44.471’) and heads into the 
hills and valleys where some of 
the annual Roof of Africa enduro 
motorcycle routes traverse. 

Turn left at the first crossroad  
(S29° 34.642’ E27° 43.728’) and 
head south to Raleqheka and 
then over the Mamaebana River 
(S29° 43.237’ E27° 38.093’)  
until you get to a crossroad 
(S29° 44.177  E27° 36.793’). 

Left takes you on an 
incredible 4x4 route down into 
the valley, where you can park 
and take a short walk to the 
Botsoela Waterfall (S29° 47.857, 
E27° 36.860’). From there the 
route climbs back out of the 
valley – keep left at the next split 
(S29° 47.829’ E27° 36.157) – and 
rounds a hillside dotted with 
villages and tiered farmland 
before turning back on itself and 
taking you to Malealea Lodge. 

Allow at least six hours for this 
drive from Semonkong. You’ll 
spend a good four of them on MALETSUNYANE WATERFALL

Way of the Waterfalls
SEMONKONG LODGE TO MALEALEA LODGE
GRADING: 3 | DAYS: 2

PIT STOPS
Ramabanta ATM, 

supplies, fuel
ROAD CONDITIONS

The road from Qacha’s Nek  
to Semonkong is tar. The 4x4 

track from Semonkong to 
Maletsunyane Falls is pretty easy 
when dry but can be muddy after 

rains. The A5 from Semonkong 
past Ramabanta is good tar with 
great bends. The gravel road to 

the Malealea turn-off is generally 
well-graded but deteriorates 
around villages where there’s 

heavier traffic. The 4x4 track to 
the Botsoeala Waterfall is steep 

with tight switchbacks and 
requires low range.

LOCAL TRANSPORT



34   getaway.co.za getaway.co.za   35

GETAWAY 4X4 GUIDE TO LESOTHO

STAY HERE
Semonkong Mountain Lodge 
(S29° 50.583’ E28° 2.613’) 
exudes a special kind of magic. 
It’s splendid stone rondavels are 
thoughtfully appointed, warm 
and cosy and the food is 
extraordinarily good. Rondavels 
from R490 pp sharing. Camping 
is from R150 pp. +266-6202-1021
Ramabanta Trading Post  
(S29° 39.943’ E27° 47.808’) is 
peaceful and isolated. Rooms 
are basic but comfortable. From 
R475 pp B&B. Camping from 
R110 pp. +266-5844-2309
Malealea Lodge 
(S29° 49.678’ E27° 35.998’) is  

Senqu  
River

Senqu  
River

Senqunyane 
River

Maletsunyane 
River

the gravel and 4x4 track that 
starts after Ramabanta. 

The navigation can be tricky in 
places and there are quite a few 
side roads that head into small 
villages along the way that can 
often look like the ‘main’ route. 

Keep an eye out for markers, 
take note of your general heading 
(Malealea) to make sure you’re 
going in the right direction.  
At the end of a fun day of driving 
through some incredible 
landscapes you’ll be able to sit 
back and relax with a Maluti  
beer and look out over the  
Thaba Putsoa mountain range  
as the sun sets behind you. 

a wonderful family-friendly  
spot with excellent facilities  
and thoughtful staff. 
Accommodation ranges from 
cosy rondavels to self-catering 
family rooms that sleep four 
people. Rondavels from R400 pp 
sharing B&B. Camping from 
R120 pp. +266-5840-7186 or 
+27-82-552-4215

QACHA’S NEK
(7AM-8PM)

ROUTE (TAR)

4X4 ONLY

GRAVEL

ACTIVITIES
Pony trek from Malealea to 
Semonkong over the Thaba 
Putsoa Mountains. The 
self-catering trek takes three 
days and meanders through 
beautiful valleys, with 
accommodation in hikers’ huts. 
From R520 pp per day, plus  
R130 pp for each overnight stay. 

Guided mountain biking from 
R250 pp (includes bike rental) 
and guided hikes from R15 pp 
per hour. +266-5840-7186
Tackle 4x4 routes at 
Semonkong. Routes vary from 
two to four hours. A 4x4 ride  
can also be arranged to the 
Maletsuyane Falls. From  
R250 pp. +266-6202-1021 

Seforong

Nkau

Maletsunyane Falls

Ramabanta 
Trading Post 

Lodge

Motsekuoa

Malealea Lodge
Matelile

Botsoela 
Falls

Semonkong 
Lodge

1

2 BABOONS PASS

1 GATES OF PARADISE PASS

SEMONKONG LO
D

G
E

LESOTHO

SOUTH 
AFRICA

THE ROAD TO BOTSOELA FALLS

CURIOUS COMPANY
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crosses the Makhaleng River 
(S29° 52.452’ E27° 36.782’) and 
continues south to Mpharane. 
From here there are patches of 
tar before you get to Mohale’s 
Hoek and the tar A2. 

Continue south on the A2 to 
Alwyns Kop. Just past it is the 
Masitise Ellenberger Cave House 
(S30° 24.304’ E27° 38.502’),  
a brick house built into the base 
of an overhanging rock by 
Reverend David Ellenberger in 
1866. Today it’s a museum of 
sorts and embossed on the 
ceiling of one of the rooms is  
a set of dinosaur footprints 
discovered in the excavation. 

Further along the road is the 
Quthing Dinosaur Footprints 
(S30° 23.712’ E27° 41.581’), 
where more prints are 
preserved in rock. It’s 
underwhelming, but the 
entrance fee is negligible.

From Quthing, drive to Mount 
Moorosi, and shortly after 
there’s an unmarked turn  
(S30° 14.071’ E27° 52.537’) and 
an impressive tarred bridge over 

The southern part of Lesotho 
has a surprising archaeological 
history: it was once 
the domain of 
dinosaurs. They 
roamed sandstone 
valleys and lowlands, 
leaving behind 
footprints that 
fossilised and have 
been discovered 
after centuries of 

the Senqu River that becomes 
an eroded gravel road to the 
Bethel Business and Community 
Development Centre. 

Accommodation is basic, but  
a stroll around the premises is 
eye-opening: the complex is 
self-sustaining and off the grid.

It’s also the base for a secret 
route up the Ketane Valley which 
takes you deep into the Thaba 
Putsoa along the Ketane River. 
At the end of the drive is  
a secluded fly fishing spot and  
a hiking trail that takes you up  
to the Ketane Waterfall.

The Time Traveller’s Route
MALEALEA LODGE TO THE KETANE VALLEY
GRADING: 3 | DAYS: 2

PIT STOPS
Mohale’s Hoek  

fuel, ATM, supplies
Mount Moorosi  

fuel, basic supplies
Quthing fuel,  
basic supplies

ROAD CONDITIONS 
The road from Malealea to 
Mohale’s Hoek is gravel and 

relatively flat with the occasional 
steep gradient change that may 
require low range. The tar road 
from Mohale’s Hoek to Mount 

Moorosi is in good condition with 
the occasional potholed section. 

The gravel road to Bethel is 
severely degraded and impassable 
when the Senqu River is in flood. 
Most of the route up the Ketane 
Valley is graded gravel but some 
sections are tricky and 4x4 only.

FISHING IN THE KETANE VALLEY

THE ROAD TO BETHEL

weathering. This route bisects  
a part of that prehistoric range 

and you can see the 
imprints at two stops 
along the way. From 
Malealea Lodge head 
west and then keep 
left where the road 
splits (S29° 50.135’  
E27° 34.195’) and 

drive towards Matelile. Climb 
the Gates of Paradise Pass  
and continue to the tar traffic 
circle at Matelile (S29° 50.359’ 
E27° 32.173’) and take the 
left-most gravel exit. 

This road continues south 
and then east along switchbacks 
with impressive views of the 
Thaba Putsoa range before it 



MALEALEA LODGE
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STAY HERE
Malealea Lodge (S29° 49.677’,  
E27° 35.995’) has all types of 
accommodation. If you’re on a 
budget but don’t want to camp, 
try the Basotho Huts. From 
R220 pp. +266-5840-7816
Bethel Business and 
Community Development 

Centre (BBCDC) Guest House 
(S30° 14.392’, E27° 51.055’) is not 
your typical accommodation.  
It’s in a working college so you’ll 
meet students engaged in all 
kinds of environmental and 
permaculture-based 
programmes. From R300 pp. 
+266-5874-2991

Camping in the Ketane Valley 
(S29° 59.373’, E27° 54.076’) is 
possible, but only with a guide 
who can negotiate with the 
village chief. It takes about  
two-and-a-half hours to reach 
the valley and the guide will 
ensure you don’t get lost along 
the route, which can be tricky. 
Book a guide at the BBCDC in 
advance. From R400 for an 
overnight trip (per group), plus 
meals for your guide. Camping 
from R50 pp. +266-5874-2991

NAVIGATION ADVICE
A GPS with up-to-date software for Africa is essential 
for travelling in Lesotho, especially if it’s your first 
time. Most roads are not clearly marked and Google 
Maps is egregiously inept and will get you lost. I used 
a combination of the Garmin inReach Explorer+ and 
the paper Tracks4Africa Traveller’s Atlas (see 
getaway.co.za/gear for a review on the atlas). It 
allows you to track your location, drop waypoints 
and follow preloaded routes. It is also the first 
Garmin product to use the Iridium satellite network 
which means it’s also a satellite phone – you can 
send and receive text messages or activate the SOS 
function to be rescued in an emergency. Read the full 
review in the December issue of Getaway.

ACTIVITIES
Visit the Masitise Ellenberger 
Cave House. From R10 pp. Call 
ahead to make sure the guide 
and curator, Phakisi, is there. 
+266-5756-7721 
Pop in at Quthing Dinosaur 
Footprints. From R15 pp. 
+266-5866-0170 
Go fishing in the Ketane 
Valley. Day trips with a guide to 
fish on the Ketane  River can be 
arranged at the BDCC. From 
R100 pp. +266-5874-2991 

QUTHING DINOSAUR FOOTPRINTS

To Maseru (1½ hours)

Matelile

To Ramabanta 
(1 hour)

To Qacha’s Nek 
(2 hours)

To Mafeteng  
(1 hour)

ONGELUKSNEK 
(8AM - 4PM)

MAKHALENG 
BRIDGE 

(8AM - 4PM)

A5

A4

A2

2

1

Senqunyane 
River

Maletsunyane 
River

Makhaleng 
River Ketane 

River

Senqu 
River

Malealea Lodge

Mohale’s Hoek

Phamang

Bethel 
BCDC

Fort Harley

Dinosaur footprints

Masitise 
Cave 

House

QuthingAlwyns Kop

Mount Moorosi

Mphaki

Seforong

Semonkong

ROUTE (TAR) 4X4 ONLY GRAVEL

2

1 LEBELANYE PASS

GATES OF PARADISE PASS
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This is one for the bucket list. 
Half in South Africa, half in 
Lesotho, this route has more 
mountain passes than you can 
waggle a wheel spanner at. It 
features no fewer than eight 
mountain passes and shows off 

The Southern Saddle
RHODES TO RHODES
LEVEL: 3 | DAYS: 4

PIT STOPS
Rhodes ATM, 

supplies
Quthing ATM, fuel, 

basic supplies
Mount Fletcher 

fuel

ROAD CONDITIONS
The pass from Rhodes to 

Tenahead is good gravel. The 
traverse to Tiffindell and the 
road to Wartrail is 4x4 only. 
The gravel from Wartrail to 
Telle Bridge is slow-going, 
but it’s good tar from Telle 

to the Ha Liphapang turn-off. 
The gravel road to Ha 

Liphapang is good but the 
final bridge is washed out. 

It’s decent gravel from 
Mount Moorosi to Lake 

Letsie, and Ongeluksnek is 
4x4 only. The gravel to 

Mount Fletcher is 
corrugated, the tar R56 is 

sound and the Elandshoogte 
gravel road is in good nick.

HA LIPHAPANG CAMPSITE NAUDE’S NEK PASS

the very best of both 
sides of Lesotho’s 
southern border. 

To get the most of 
these passes, take 
Naude’s Nek from 
Rhodes in the 
Eastern Cape up to 
Tenahead Lodge and 
Spa (S30° 42.573’, 
E28° 8.186’) and then tackle the 
TTT (Tenahead – Tiffindell 
Traverse), which tracks the 
high-altitude border and 
provides some epic views of the 
Southern Drakensberg. 

This route from Rhodes takes 
about four hours so there’s 
plenty of time to stop and enjoy 
the scenery, do a short hike and 
have lunch at Tenahead or 
spend the afternoon skiing or 
mountain biking at Tiffindell.

From Tiffindell take the 
Volunteershoek Pass to Wartrail 
and then Lundean’s Nek to the 

village of Upper Telle. 
From Upper Telle, 
take the gravel road 
along the Tele River 
to the Telle Bridge 
border post. 

The turn-off to  
Ha Liphapang  
(S30° 17.375’,  
E27° 51.035’) is an 

easy hour’s drive on tar from the 
border post and the gravel road 
to the campsite is nothing short 
of spectacular, passing villages 
with white flags waving in the 
breeze (they indicate where you 
can buy local beer) before 
descending to the camp on the 
banks of the Merataleng River. 

The entire drive from 
Tiffindell should take about six 
hours and at the end of it, it’s 
more than likely it will be just 
you, the gurgling river and 
hunched Drakensberg valleys. 

Take the same gravel route 

back to the tar A4 and head up 
to Mount Moorosi. Shortly  
after, there’s a gravel turn-off 
(S30° 15.213’, E27° 52.962’) that 
takes you up Devil’s Staircase 
Pass (on many maps this pass is 
marked incorrectly as being on 
the tar A4, which runs parallel to 
this road). The Staircase is more 
bark than bite and its peaks and 
troughs evoke more of a sense 
of wonder than anxiety as you 
track the Quthing River (there 
are two low-level bridges where 
it crosses) east to Lake Letsie. 
Keep an eye out for the junction 

(S30° 18.223’, E28° 7.904) that 
takes you right and through  
a gate (S30 18.293, E28 7.983) 
towards the lake, which opens 
out in front of you in dramatic 
fashion. Here, wild horses 
mingle with livestock on open 
plains in a scene that looks like  
a domesticated Serengeti. 

After Lake Letsie, 
Ongeluksnek Pass begins in 
earnest. At the top of the 
escarpment the gravel descent 
unravels towards the South 
Africa border post. It is, hands 
down, better than Sani Pass  
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STAY HERE
Walkerbouts Inn, Rhodes  
(S30° 47.901’, E27° 57.712’) has 
an old-world charm and a cosy 
bar. The pizzas are magnificent. 
From R765 pp DB&B.  
045-974-9290
Tiffindell Ski Resort  
(S30° 39.220’, E27° 55.460’)  
has an abundance of 
accommodation options, 
including large, comfortable 

THE TIFFINDELL/TENAHEAD TRAVERSE

GETAWAY 4X4 GUIDE TO LESOTHO

DRIVING TIPS
When encoutering a ditch or 
a ridge, approach it slowly 
(first or second gear) and 
diagonally, putting one 

wheel in the ditch or on the 
highest part of a ridge at  
a time. This will maximise 
your chances of having at 
least three wheels on the 
ground with traction and 

increase the working range 
of your vehicle’s departure 

and break-over angles.

(see page 31 for how to drive it) 
and leaves you with a real sense 
of accomplishment.

Take the gravel track to 
Ongeluksnek Main Camp, and 
just behind it there’s a junction 
(S30° 19.745’, E28° 21.987’). Turn 
right here and continue on 
gravel towards Mount Fletcher. 
The going here can be quite  
slow due to corrugations and 
hard stones. 

Keep left at the next junction 
(S30° 23.175’, E28° 23.130’), 
which takes you to the tar R56 
past Mount Fletcher. 

On the other side of the Luzi 
River, there’s a secret gravel 
track (S30° 45.715’, E28° 31.384’) 
to Elandshoogte that’s well 
worth taking – it’s a beautiful 
way to get back to Rhodes via 
the impressive Pitseng Pass and 
Naude’s Nek.

Mountain Suites with brilliant 
views over the Eastern Cape. 
From Rxxx pp. 011-781-2620
Ha Lipaphang Camp  
(S30° 27.840’, E28° 0.021’)  
is a gorgeous site on the 
Merataleng River. The ablutions 
are being upgraded, but there is 
hot water (donkey boiler) and  
a handful of Basotho huts that 
sleep two each. Facilities are 
basic and you’ll need to be fully 

self-sufficient. From R170 for  
a hut and R100 for a campsite. 
+266-5840-7186
Ongeluksnek Main Camp  
(S30° 19.779’, E28° 21.957’) is 
right at the bottom of the 
eponymous pass. There’s  
a 12-sleeper lodge (from R550 
for the whole thing), two double 
rondavels (R150 for each unit) 
and informal camping at R130 
(sleeps six). 043-705-4400
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To Qacha’s Nek 
(1 hour)

To Mafeteng 
(1½ hours)

To Maclear 
(1 hour)

Mount Fletcher

Mbizeni

Elandshoogte

Tenahead

Tiffindell

Wartrail

Upper Telle

Rhodes

ROUTE (TAR) 4X4 ONLY GRAVEL
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Alwyns 
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Quthing 
(Mayeni)

Fort Harley

Mphaki

Ha Liphapang

Senqu 
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Lake 
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TELLE BRIDGE 
(6AM - 10PM)

ONGELUKSNEK 
(8AM - 4PM)
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ACTIVITIES
Mountain bike at Tiffindell Ski 
Resort. It’s one of the many 
summer activities available and 
the elevation makes it excellent 
for a downhill cruise to Rhodes. 
From R600 for four people, 

including a pick-up in Rhodes. 
011-781-2620
Hike in the Tenahead 
Mountain Reserve. Routes 
range from short, half-hour 
meanders to half-day hikes and 
there is spectacular birdlife  

to look out for. It’s free.  
049-971-8901
Fish at Ha Liphapang when the 
river is in full flow. There is a lot of 
trout. It’s free for overnight guests 
but you’ll need your own gear. 
+266-5840-7186  
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